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2021 Legislative Agenda 
The health care community arrives at the 2021 Legislative Session facing major challenges. The COVID-19 
pandemic continues to rage across the state. Hospital finances have been impacted as we preserve  
capacity for coronavirus patients, and our frontline health care workers have been stretched to the limit. 
Hospitals continue to participate in a number of work groups and rulemaking efforts, and invested  
considerable resources to pass Measure 108. Now, hospitals and health systems are playing a critical role 
in vaccine administration.

The health care agenda for the 2021 session should be narrowly focused and limited to issues that  
concern the immediate health and safety of Oregonians. Hospitals are focused on two goals for the  
upcoming legislative session: ensuring that caregivers have the tools and resources to effectively respond 
to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and fully funding the Oregon Health plan to maintain access to care 
for everyone in our state.



Ensure Access,  
Fully Fund the  

Oregon Health Plan 
The pandemic has highlighted the significant need 
for the Oregon Health Plan. More than 1.2 million 
Oregonians are covered by the Oregon Health Plan, 
an increase of more than 100,000 people since the 
beginning of the pandemic. In November, voters 
overwhelmingly supported fully funding the Oregon 
Health Plan by passing Measure 108. Hospitals and 
health care systems need continued support to  
ensure the access these Oregonians need during this 
challenging time.

What can the  
Legislature do? 

Ensure our financial commitment of access to 
health care for Oregonians most in need by  
maximizing the availability of federal funds,  
particularly in the Oregon Health Plan.

Maximize and support investment in hospitals  
through programs that support underserved  
populations and workforce training and  
education, such as the Graduate Medical  
Education Program and Disproportionate Share 
Hospital Program.

Invest in hospitals through the Medicaid program 
as they support our most vulnerable during and 
beyond the pandemic, by opposing any financial 
cuts to hospitals.



Team SalemCOVID-19 Response— 
Success is Critical  

for Us All 
Oregon’s health care system needs stability to  
continue to provide the best possible care for  
Oregonians during this ongoing pandemic. Except for 
those changes to public policy that will improve care 
for patients and ease the regulatory burden on the 
health care system, the Legislature should hold off on 
major health care legislation. We are at a critical  
juncture in the pandemic. We need to collectively 
ensure a singular focus on pandemic response and 
vaccine deployment to get to the other side. 

What can the  
Legislature do? 

Support bills that will continue to assist hospitals’  
efforts in responding to COVID. 

Ensure hospitals and providers that are following 
state and federal regulations are protected.

Oppose legislation that removes hospitals’ focus 
from pandemic response and vaccine deployment.

Learn more by visiting us online at: 

oahhs.org/orleg
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