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Blachly: Joe... it’s that time 

of the year again. When the 

clocks spring forward, the 

flowers start to bloom and 

every single lawyer in the 

MBA’s membership turns 

their mind to the annual 

Multnomah Bar 

Foundation’s Fundraising Campaign. Any comments on where we’ve been and where we are 

going? 

Franco: Last month marked the two-year anniversary of Oregon’s COVID-19 Emergency 

Declaration, the end of the mask mandate and what promises to be the start of a return to 

normalcy. Although much of our lives were in a state of flux over the last two years, one 

thing that remained constant was the extraordinary generosity of those in our legal 

community. During 2020, a year in which most of the world ground to a halt, the MBF raised 

over $170,000 to kick off the CourtSupport Navigator Program. During 2021, the MBF moved 

to a single, combined fundraising campaign and raised over $60,000. This year’s campaign 

will again be a single, combined fundraising campaign that will raise funds to sustain the 

MBF’s three successful programs: CourtCare, CourtSupport and CourtConnect.  

Blachly: For the handful of lawyers out there that are not familiar with the MBF’s wildly 

successful CourtCare Program, what should they know (aside from where to send their 

generous donations)?  

Franco: CourtCare is a long-standing program which the MBA’s membership has made 

possible through years of tireless support. It improves access to justice by making free, drop-

in childcare available for families who have business at the court. The program is located in 

the downtown Central Courthouse, and has historically served 80 to 100 children and their  



 

families each month. The MBF is considering the potential expansion of CourtCare to the 

Donald E. Long Juvenile Detention Facility, which has been identified as a location with a 

significant need.  

Blachly: Tell us a little about the MBF’s CourtSupport program. It has not been around as 

long, but it’s making a positive impact for access to justice, isn’t it?   

Franco: The MBF launched the CourtSupport program in the Fall of 2020 to provide the new 

Central Courthouse with a Navigator who staffs the information desk at the entry to the 

courthouse. The CourtSupport Navigator provides a critical service to the public by answering 

questions about the court, connecting individuals with needed services or accommodations 

at the courthouse, and making their experience more welcoming and less intimidating. 

Because of budgetary constraints the court would not otherwise have had the personnel to 

staff the information desk.  

Blachly: And what about the third program that currently supports the positive works of the 

MBF? Tell us about CourtConnect.  

Franco: CourtConnect is a program that pairs lawyers and judges together to visit community 

groups and present information about the court system and the rule of law in an effort to 

forge a better connection between the community and legal profession. The program helps 

promote procedural justice by ensuring that community members better understand how 

the legal system works, by making the courts more approachable and by facilitating dialogue 

between members of the public, the bench and the bar.  

Blachly: Sounds to me like the MBF has continued to be productive and proactive with their 

programs, during some really challenging times. What is the fundraising plan for 2022? 

Franco: The MBF believes that a single, combined fundraising campaign will best support 

these highly successful programs. A combined campaign which contributes to the MBF 

general fund allows the MBF the flexibility to direct funds to any of the three programs as 

needed to fully fund CourtCare, CourtSupport, and CourtConnect. A combined campaign also 

means that the MBA membership will not be approached at different times throughout the 

year with separate campaigns for each of its programs. Contributions to the MBF general 

fund will be utilized to fund CourtCare. Additionally, certain events such as WinterSmash will  

 



 

still be earmarked for CourtCare. Lastly, if a donor wishes to earmark a particular donation 

for a particular program - including CourtCare - that may be done as well.  

Blachly: Joe, thank you so much for all of this valuable information, which has certainly 

inspired the MBA members to open up their checkbook (does anyone even have a checkbook 

anymore?). For those reading this article and clamoring to throw piles of money at these 

wonderful programs, what do they do next? 

Franco: They can join us in launching the second annual Multnomah Bar Foundation 

Fundraising Campaign. The Campaign will be modeled on the successful CourtCare 

campaigns of the past and will run from April 1 to May 31. This year’s Campaign goal will be 

to raise $110,000. We need your help to meet and exceed that goal. You can donate online 

at www.mbabar.org/mbf. Donations are made to the MBF and are tax-deductible. Please 

help us reach our programming goals and donate to the MBF today.  

Blachly: On behalf of the MBF Board, thank you (to Joe and to everyone reading this) for 

your consideration. We appreciate your support of the MBF this year, last year, and into the 

future! Despite any media representations to the contrary in Hollywood films, attorneys are 

actually incredibly generous, giving and supportive people. There are many wonderful 

charities you can work with, but supporting the MBF helps local people with local issues, so 

we encourage your endorsement of our mission: "To increase the public's understanding of 

the legal system, to promote civic education, public participation and respect for the law, to 

improve the quality and administration of the legal system, and to support programs and 

projects related to the MBF's purpose."  

*** 

 

Special recognition will be given to donations made by May 31. 

 

To make a tax-deductible, charitable contribution to the MBF, donate online at 

www.mbabar.org/mbf, use the donation form or contact Pamela Hubbs 

(pamela@mbabar.org, 503.854.5237) to donate by phone or request an invoice. 

 

 

Article from the April 2022 Multnomah Lawyer. 

http://www.mbabar.org/mbf
https://d1o0i0v5q5lp8h.cloudfront.net/mbabar/live/assets/Foundation/MBF%202022%20donation%20form.pdf
http://www.mbabar.org/mbf
https://d1o0i0v5q5lp8h.cloudfront.net/mbabar/live/assets/Foundation/MBF%202022%20donation%20form.pdf
mailto:pamela@mbabar.org

