‘Beyond The Planning’ Estate Planning Check-List
You have a plan. Now what?
At Gevurtz Menashe, we believe one of the best gifts you could leave your
beneficiaries is an organized estate plan.
Besides ensuring your wishes will be carried out, in a way you feel good
about, it can relieve your loved ones of the tremendous stress of trying to
decide what you would have wanted. We’ve created this personal ‘beyond the
planning’ checklist to help you stay organized and effectively communicate your
plan with your loved ones:

1. Keep your estate planning documents together in a safe location
a safe deposit box at the bank or in a file cabinet at home for easy access.

2. Consider HIPAA compliant medical authorizations at your doctor’s office
3. Provide a copy of your health care directive
share with your physician and loved one named to help you.

4. Share phone tree information
with a loved one and your team of professionals, in the event something should happen to you.

5. Give one trusted friend or relative a key to your house
as long as you can do so safely.

6. Pet info
food preferences, prescriptions, and daily pet routines as well as veterinarian contact
information, preferred pet sitters or boarding facilities, and pet insurance policy information.

7. Make a list of the following:
• Personal Information: name, address, family, employment, citizenship, etc.
• Medical information: conditions, health insurance, physician information,
hospital, pharmacy, etc.
• Key contacts: executor, estate planning attorney, financial advisor, insurance
agent, healthcare providers, etc.
• Dependents (children) information and instructions
• Stay organized: passport, birth certificate, social security card, marriage
certificate, etc.
• Financial Information: bank accounts, credit and dept. cards, investments, tax
records, safe deposit box, etc.
• Business Information: if applicable
• Real and Personal Property Information: residence, real estate, commercial
property, vehicles, heirlooms, firearms, storage units

We Can Help.
For nearly 40 years, Gevurtz Menashe has supported families through some
of their toughest times. If you are interested in learning more, please call
our office at (503) 227-1515 or contact us online, anytime.

Estate Planning Facts
9 out of 10 americans believe having a will IS important 1

27%

58%
However, only 4 out of 10 Americans have
2
an up-to-date estate plan

Plan to make a will but
don't see the urgency

Haven’t made
a will

15%
Don’t think they need a will
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However, If you die without a will, the State you Live in Will Decide:
Who will become
your children’s
legal guardian

Who gets many
of your assets

Who will be responsible
for locating &
distributing your assets

the state of estate planning
How many adults in the U.S. have a will or living trust in place? 1
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81%

36%
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Elements of an estate plan

last will &
Testament

durable power
of attorney

Allows you to decide the
disposition of personal and
real property, as well as
name a guardian

Allows you to appoint
someone with power to
handle financial matters

1. take care of your family

Revocable or
Irrevocable trust

Advance directive
Allows you to appoint someone
who can make medical decisions
for you and decide whether or not
you want life-sustaining
procedures

Allows you to avoid probate
and retain more control over
the disposition of your assets
over time

With an estate plan you can:

67%

67% of Americans are concerned about their
families’ long-term financial well-being 4

2. allocate funds for a child’s health,

$233,610

education & support

The average cost to raise a child
to the age of 18 is:

5

18 years

Without an estate plan, you risk passing that burden to your family with little financial help.

3. Avoid Probate Fees &

Minimize Taxes For Your Heirs
Probate is the legal process that transfers ownership of
your property. A trust allows assets to pass free of probate.

$1m

In Oregon, assets over $1M
are subject to estate tax

3-7%

Average percentage of your
assets spent on probate 6

$2.193m

In Washington, assets over
$2.193M are subject to estate tax

